TaBliz User Manual v 0.0.9 beta


Introduction

<Intro Text Goes Here>

This manual assumes you are famliar with Microsoft Access, HTML and ASP.

<MS Access Database and Table Info Goes Here>

Chapter 1.  Your First Table 

This manual will use numerous well documented examples to quickly introduce you to all the TaBliz major features so lets go ahead and discover how quickly you can create a List. Please review the following code: 

	<%@ Language=VBScript %>
<HTML>
<HEAD></HEAD>
<BODY>


<%
' Create object for table 

Dim TBLZ
Set TBLZ = Server.CreateObject("Tabliz.AdminRecordset")

' Set database path to Access file
TBLZ.DatabasePath = Server.MapPath(“cmms.mdb”)

' Invoke TaBliz include file
%>


<!--#include file="customtabliz.inc"-->


<%
' Set recordset to table in Access to use.
TBLZ.Recordset = "Department"

' Initiate DoEditingList Method
TBLZ.DoEditingList
%>


</BODY>
</HTML>


PRIVATE
With just these few lines of code you will get the following listing of records. 

(Please note that TaBliz is highly customizable and this example is kept lean to cover the base concepts.)
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The objectives and code required can be broken down as follows: 

	PRIVATE
1. Set a variable for the TaBliz object. 
	Set TBLZ = Server.CreateObject("Tabliz.AdminRecordset")

	2. Tell Tabliz where the Access database file is. 
	TBLZ.DatabasePath = Server.MapPath(“cmms.mdb”)

	3. Call the TaBliz include file. 
	<!--#include file="customtabliz.inc"-->

	4. Set the TaBliz recordset property to the desired table in the Access file. 
	TBLZ.Recordset = "Department"

	5. Fire the TaBliz DoEditingList method that does all the magic by creating the List for us. 
	TBLZ.DoEditingList


Chapter 2.  Lists
Before we procede let me introduce you to your new best friend the TaBliz include file customtabliz.inc.  By placing common settings in this include file and page specific settings in your ASP files you can rapidly develop applications.  This is  because you can preset all your favorite application wide settings in the customtabliz.inc yet easily override them with custom settings as required per local ASP pages.  As this manual progresses we will visit this file repeatedly to help illuminate it’s vital role.

Lets start by changing a few properties at a time to get to know TaBliz a bit better. In our MS Access Department table we have an AutoNumber field called DepartmentID.   We want to hide this field as it is only used for database relational purposes.  We do this using EditingList.HiddenFields.Add method. 

	<%@ Language=VBScript %>

<HTML>

<HEAD></HEAD>

<BODY>

<%

' Create Object for Table

Dim TBLZ

Set TBLZ = Server.CreateObject("Tabliz.AdminRecordset")

' Set Path to Access File

TBLZ.DatabasePath = Server.MapPath(“cmms.mdb”)

' Invoke Include File

%>

<!--#include file= "customtabliz.inc"-->

<%

' Set Recordset to table in access file to use.

TBLZ.recordset = "Department"

' Hide DepartmentID Field

TBLZ.EditingList.HiddenFields.Add "DepartmentID"

' Initiate List Method

TBLZ.DoEditingList

%>

</BODY>

</HTML>


The preceding code produces the following table. This table is essentially the same as our first table only the DepartmentID field heading and fields are no longer visible.
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Hiding Buttons

Now lets hide the Edit and Delete buttons and remove the EDIT heading text.

	<%@ Language=VBScript %>

<HTML>

<HEAD></HEAD>

<BODY>

<%

' Create Object for Table

Dim TBLZ

Set TBLZ = Server.CreateObject("Tabliz.AdminRecordset")

' Set Path to Access File

TBLZ.DatabasePath = Server.MapPath(“cmms.mdb”)

' Invoke Include File

%>

<!--#include file= "customtabliz.inc"-->

<%

' Set Recordset to table in access file to use.

TBLZ.recordset = "Department"

' Hide DepartmentID Field

TBLZ.EditingList.HiddenFields.Add "DepartmentID"

' Change Button Column Title

TBLZ.EditingList.EditTitle = ""

' Hide Edit and Delete Buttons

TBLZ.EditingList.AllowEdit = False

TBLZ.EditingList.AllowDelete = False
' Initiate List Method

TBLZ.DoEditingList

%>

</BODY>

</HTML>
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This code produces the following table:

I think at this point you can see it is really easy to make changes to TaBliz.

Button Captions

Next lets change the caption of the buttons.

	<%@ Language=VBScript %>

<HTML>

<HEAD></HEAD>

<BODY>

<%

' Create Object for Table

Dim TBLZ

Set TBLZ = Server.CreateObject("Tabliz.AdminRecordset")

' Set Path to Access File

TBLZ.DatabasePath = Server.MapPath(“cmms.mdb”)

' Invoke Include File

%>

<!--#include file= "customtabliz.inc"-->

<%

' Set Recordset to table in access file to use.

TBLZ.recordset = "Department"

' Hide DepartmentID Field

TBLZ.EditingList.HiddenFields.Add "DepartmentID"

' Change Button Column Title

TBLZ.EditingList.EditTitle = ""

' Change Edit and Delete Button Captions

TBLZ.EditingList.ButtonEditCaption = "Change"

TBLZ.EditingList.ButtonDeleteCaption = "Remove"

' Initiate List Method

TBLZ.DoEditingList

%>

</BODY>

</HTML>
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The above code gives us the following table:

More Properties

Now lets dive in and make the following changes:

1. Use an Access query instead of a table.

2. Show extended record information.

3. Set the text at Top and Bottom of table.

4. Display the SQL string generated. 

5. Change the caption of the Department field.

6. Specify the number of records per EditingList page.

	<%@ Language=VBScript %>

<%

<HTML>

<HEAD></HEAD>

<BODY>

' Create Object for Table

Dim TBLZ

Set TBLZ = Server.CreateObject("Tabliz.AdminRecordset")

' Set Path to Access File

TBLZ.DatabasePath = Server.MapPath(“cmms.mdb”)

' Invoke Include File

%>

<!--#include file= "customtabliz.inc"-->

<%

' Set Recordset to a QUERY in access file to use.

TBLZ.recordset = "qryDepartmentsAsc"

' Hide DepartmentID Field

TBLZ.EditingList.HiddenFields.Add "DepartmentID"

' Change Button Column Title

TBLZ.EditingList.EditTitle = ""

' Change Edit and Delete Button Captions

TBLZ.EditingList.ButtonEditCaption = "Edit"

TBLZ.EditingList.ButtonDeleteCaption = "Delete"

' Show Record Count and Set Syntax

With TBLZ.EditingList


.ShowRecordCount = True


.RecordText = "Records "


.ToText = "-" 


.OnATotalText = " of "


' This is the text that appears before page numbers


.PageText= "<FONT size=4 <B>Page: </B></FONT>"

End With

' Set Text at Top and Bottom of Table

With TBLZ.EditingList


.TopText = "This text goes at the top:  " 


.BottomText = "This text goes at the bottom. "

End With
' Display SQL Text Generated 

TBLZ.EditingList.ShowSQLText = True

' Change the Caption of the Department Field

TBLZ.EditingList.FieldAliases.Add "My Favorite Departments", "Department" 

' Specify the number of Records per EditingList Page
TBLZ.EditingList.PageSize = 10

' Initiate List Method

TBLZ.DoEditingList

%>

</BODY>

</HTML>


The preceeding set of property changes gives us the following List:
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Custom Table Tags

Perhaps you do not like the color scheme or in your environment you require your application to use your Marketing departments custom colors and style.  Your in luck.  With TaBliz you can control most every aspect of the HTML table tags and much more.  Lets do that now.

	<%@ Language=VBScript %>

<HTML>

<HEAD></HEAD>

<BODY>

<%

' Create Object for Table

Dim TBLZ

Set TBLZ = Server.CreateObject("Tabliz.AdminRecordset")

' Set Path to Access File

TBLZ.DatabasePath = Server.MapPath(“cmms.mdb”)

' Invoke Include File

%>

<!--#include file= "customtabliz.inc"-->

<%

' Set Recordset to table in access file to use.

TBLZ.recordset = "Department"

' Hide DepartmentID Field

TBLZ.EditingList.HiddenFields.Add "DepartmentID"

' Set EditingList TABLE Tags

With TBLZ.EditingList.Table

    ' The main <TABLE> Tags

    .TableTag = "<TABLE border=1 cellPadding=5 cellSpacing=2>"

    .TableTagClose = "</TABLE>"

    ' The Title <TR> Tag for the the first row.

    .TitleTR = "<TR align='middle' valign='center' bgcolor='#0000FF'>"

    .TitleTRClose = "</TR>"

    ' The Title <TD> Tag for the first row.

    .LabelTitleTD = "<TD nowrap height=50><FONT size='2' color='yellow' face='Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif'><B>&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;"

    .LabelTitleTDClose = "&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;</B></FONT></TD>"

    ' Odd Table Rows <TR>

    .OddTR = "<TR align='JUSTIFY' bgColor='#00CCFF'>"

    .OddTRClose = "</TR>"

    ' Even Table Rows <TR>

    .EvenTR = "<TR align='JUSTIFY' bgcolor='#00FFFF'>"

    .EvenTRClose = "</TR>"

    ' <TD> Tag for DATA 

    .DataTD = "<TD valign=top><FONT face='Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif' size='2'>"

    .DataTDClose = "&nbsp</TD>"

    ' <TD> Tag Containing the Edit and Delete Buttons

    .SubmitTD = "<TD bgcolor=#00CCFF>"

    .SubmitTDClose = "</TD>"    

End With

' Set Edit and Delete Button Properties Using STYLE tags.

Response.Write "<STYLE>"

Response.Write "input.Button {"

Response.Write "  
FONT-family : Arial;"

Response.Write " 
FONT-size : 10;"

Response.Write " 
background-color : '#00CCFF';"

Response.Write " 
FONT-weight : bold;"

Response.Write "
}"

Response.Write "</STYLE>" 

' Initiate List Method

TBLZ.DoEditingList

%>

</BODY>

</HTML>

	


With the preceding code we get the following very unique looking List.  This type of Table can be a gigantic challenge to create and maintain but TaBliz simplifies the entire process by only requiring you to make simple property changes.  Again, the best practice is to utilize the customtabliz.inc for your default (global) values. By changing the code in your ASP (local) page will result in cleaner and easier to maintain code.
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Adding a New Record

In this example we will create a navagation hyperlink to enable records to be added.  This is done by calling the corresponding page that has the TBLZ.AddNew method.

	<%@ Language=VBScript %>

<HTML>

<HEAD></HEAD>

<BODY>

<A HREF="AddNew.asp">Add New Record</A>

<%

' Create Object for Table

Dim TBLZ

Set TBLZ = Server.CreateObject("Tabliz.AdminRecordset")

' Set Path to Access File

TBLZ.DatabasePath = Server.MapPath(“cmms.mdb”)

' Invoke Include File

%>

<!--#include file= "customtabliz.inc"-->

<%

' Set Recordset to table in access file to use.

TBLZ.recordset = "Department"

' Hide DepartmentID Field

TBLZ.EditingList.HiddenFields.Add "DepartmentID"

' Initiate List Method

TBLZ.DoEditingList

%>

</BODY>

</HTML>


	<%@ Language=VBScript %>

<HTML>

<HEAD></HEAD>

<BODY>

<%

' Create Object for Table

Dim TBLZ

Set TBLZ = Server.CreateObject("Tabliz.AdminRecordset")

' Set Path to Access File

TBLZ.DatabasePath = Server.MapPath(“cmms.mdb”)

' Invoke Include File

%>

<!--#include file= "customtabliz.inc"-->

<%

' Set Recordset to table in access file to use.

TBLZ.Recordset = "WorkOrder"

' Hide WorkOrderID Field

TBLZ.HideField "WorkOrderID"

' Initiate AddNew Method

TBLZ.AddNew

%>

</BODY>

</HTML>


Now here is the List that uses a hyperlink to a page that calls the AddNew method.
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There are some things that should be pointed out about the AddNew page that was produced.  Firstly, the page used the MS Access default values we set for the Priortiy and Opened fields.  Secondly, the field labels have ** characters indicating mandatory fields.  Thirdly, TaBliz recognized the field types and properly created the correct control types.  In this case the OnHold field is an Access Yes/No field, Opened is a date field and Description is a memo field.

Lets fill in the record and press the Add this Record button.  If we fill in all the fields properly we get the following response page:
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If we neglected to fill in one of the mandatory fields such as the Department field this would have produced a dialog window simliar to the one shown below:
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Filtering List Records

In this example we will use an SQL WHERE statement to filter the recordset

so as to only show AccountID's = 1001.  We do this by passing the EditingList Method a WHERE parameter.  See the example below.
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<%@ Language=VBScript %>

<HTML>

<HEAD></HEAD>

<BODY>

<%

' Create Object for Table

Dim TBLZ

Set TBLZ = Server.CreateObject("Tabliz.AdminRecordset")

' Set Path to Access File

TBLZ.DatabasePath = Server.MapPath("cmms.mdb")

' Invoke Include File

%>

<!--#include file= "customtabliz.inc"-->

<%

' Set Recordset to table in access file to use.

TBLZ.recordset = "WorkOrder"

' Hide Fields 

TBLZ.EditingList.HiddenFields.Add "WorkOrderID"

TBLZ.EditingList.HiddenFields.Add "Description"

' Initiate List Method with WHERE parameter.

TBLZ.DoEditingList "WHERE AccountID = 1001"

%>

</BODY>

</HTML>


Chapter 2.  EditForms
ResultPage

When ever you Submit an AddNew or Edit page a Result Page is displayed after the event.  It is also displayed after a record is deleted.  This example shows how to customize the TaBliz Result Page.  Please see customtabliz.inc for the complete listing of changeable items.  To indicate long lines of code we used the “_ “character 

	<%@ Language=VBScript %>

<HTML>

<HEAD></HEAD>

<BODY>

<%

' Create Object for Table

Dim TBLZ

Set TBLZ = Server.CreateObject("Tabliz.AdminRecordset")

' Set Path to Access File

TBLZ.DatabasePath = Server.MapPath("cmms.mdb")

' Invoke Include File

%>

<!--#include file= "customtabliz.inc"-->

<%

' Set Recordset to table in access file to use.

TBLZ.Recordset = "WorkOrder"

' Hide Fields

TBLZ.EditingList.HiddenFields.Add "WorkOrderID"

TBLZ.EditingList.HiddenFields.Add "AccountID"

' Modify Result Page Properties 

With TBLZ.ResultPage

   ' Top of Page -  Addnew Text

   .TopAddNewText = "<FONT face='Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif' size='2'><u> _

   The following new record was added:</u><BR><BR></FONT>" 

   ' Bottom of Page -  Addnew Text


   .BottomAddNewText = "<BR><FONT face='Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif'_  

   size='2'>Click <a href='' onclick=""javascript: history.go (-1) ;return _ 

   false"" >here</a> to add another</FONT>" 

   ' Top of Page - Edit Text

   .TopModifyText = "<BR><FONT size=2  face='Arial, Helvetica, sans- _  

   serif'>The Record was modified with the following values:<BR><BR></FONT>" 

   ' Bottom of Page - Edit Text


   TBLZ.ResultPage.BottomModifyText = "<BR><A HREF=List_ResultPage.asp>Back to _  

   List</A> " 

   ' Delete Record Text

   TBLZ.ResultPage.DeleteText = "<BR><FONT size=2  face='Arial, Helvetica, _ 

   sans-serif'>The Record was deleted.</FONT><BR><BR> _

   <A HREF=List_ResultPage.asp>Back to List</A>" 

End With

(continued on next page)

' Modify ResultPage <TABLE>

With TBLZ.ResultPage.Table

   ' The Main <TABLE> Tags

   .TableTag = "<TABLE border=1 cellPadding=5 cellSpacing=2>"

   .TableTagClose = "</TABLE>"

   ' Right  Column - <TD> Tag

   .DataTD = "<TD bgcolor=white nowrap height=25><FONT size='2' _ 

   color='silver#000000' face='Arial, Helvetica, sans-_

   serif'><B>&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;"

   .DataTDClose = "&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;</B></FONT></TD>"

End With

' Initiate List Method

TBLZ.DoEditingList

%>

</BODY>

</HTML>


Here is the corresponding ResultPage:
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EditForm Properties

Using .EditForm collection we can customize the form that appears for an Edit or AddNew.   Please review the following code:

	<%@ Language=VBScript %>

<HTML>

<HEAD></HEAD>

<BODY>

<%

' Create Object for Table

Dim TBLZ

Set TBLZ = Server.CreateObject("Tabliz.AdminRecordset")

' Set Path to Access File

TBLZ.DatabasePath = Server.MapPath("cmms.mdb")

' Invoke Include File

%>

<!--#include file= "customtabliz.inc"-->

<%

' Set Recordset to table in access file to use.

TBLZ.Recordset = "WorkOrder"

' Hide Fields

TBLZ.EditingList.HiddenFields.Add "AccountID"

TBLZ.EditingList.HiddenFields.Add "WorkOrderID"

' Set EditForm Properties

With TBLZ.EditForm

   ' Beside each required field we will display this String

   .RequiredFieldMarker = "&nbsp; <a href='' onclick=""javascript:alert _

   ('This Field field is required');return false"">(required)</a> &nbsp;"

   ' The Number of Rows in the <TextArea> Tag

   .TextAreaRows = 5

   ' The Number of Columns in the <TextArea> Tag

   .TextAreaCols = 50

   ' Set Button Captions

   .ButtonEditCaption = "Save"

   .ButtonDeleteCaption = "Delete"

   .ButtonAddCaption = "Add"

   'Hide Field

   TBLZ.EditForm.HiddenFields.Add "AccountID"

   ' Set the value of a specific field.

   ' This can be very handy as shown in this case where we are setting the  

   ' AccountID (one-to-many relationship etc.)
   .FixedValues.Add "1002","AccountID" 

   ' Display a field but do not let the user make any changes to it.  In this 

   ' case we set this field to use the default date when the record was created.
   .TransparentFields.Add "Opened"

End With

(continued on next page)

' Modify the <TABLE> Tags used for the EditForm

' This is only a few - see customtabliz.inc for the full list.
With TBLZ.EditForm.Table


' The Main <TABLE> Tags


.TableTag = "<TABLE border=1 cellPadding=5 cellSpacing=2>"


.TableTagClose = "</TABLE>"

End With

' Initiate List Method

TBLZ.DoEditingList

%>

</BODY>

</HTML>




The previous code example will produce the following Edit Form:
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As indicated in the code we changed the following from the default customtabliz.inc values:

· The required field marker to "(required)” using the .RequiredFieldMarker property.

· The rows in the textarea tag to 5 using the .TextAreaRows property.

· The columns in the textarea tag to 50 using the .TextAreaCols property.

· The button captions using the .ButtonEditCaption, .ButtonDeleteCaption and  .ButtonAddCaption properties.

· Set the AccountID field to the fixed value of “1002” using the .FixedValues.Add method.

· Made the Opened field read-only using the .TransparentFields.Add method.

· Changed the HTML table tag properties using the .TableTag property.
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